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SOUTHERN WHITE RHINOS, TIM AND KAYLA, ARE EXPECTING 

Fresno, CA – Fresno Chaffee Zoo officials are excited to announce that Southern white rhinos, Tim and 

Kayla, are expecting their second calf together!  

“We are expecting the calf to arrive between January and April 2019,” said Vernon Presley, curator at 

Fresno Chaffee Zoo. “Rhinoceros gestation is 16 months and we have to estimate the due date based on 

Kayla’s physical changes and hormonal analysis.”  

This will be the second rhino calf born at Fresno Chaffee Zoo. The first calf, Rudo, was born on January 

24, 2017.  

“With Tim and Kayla’s first calf, Rudo, we didn’t have enough of a hormonal profile on Kayla since she 

hadn’t been in Fresno very long so it was difficult to confirm that she was pregnant,” Presley said. “With 

this pregnancy, we’ve had a decent amount of time to gather hormonal data which is why we are now 

confident that she’s pregnant. As her estimated due date gets closer, we will have a better timeline of 

when to expect the calf. When she’s approximately two weeks away from giving birth, she will stay 

behind-the-scenes for closer monitoring.”  

While Zoo staff are anxiously awaiting the arrival of this calf, it is a bittersweet time.  

“Since Kayla is expecting, we are making arrangements to find another home for Rudo,” Presley said. 

“The goal is to secure a new home for him in the fall of 2018. Kayla is a great mom and we expect her to 

be very protective of this calf, just like she was with Rudo. Additionally, Rudo is getting more mature and 

eventually he and Tim will no longer get along. So, while we will miss him dearly, we are happy to be 

able to secure a new home for him in the near future.”  

Both Tim and Kayla moved to Fresno in 2015 for the grand opening of African Adventure. Kayla was 

born in 2005 at Disney’s Animal Kingdom while Tim was born in 1996 at San Antonio Zoological 

Gardens & Aquarium but came to Fresno from Lion Country Safari in Florida.  

 

"Fresno Chaffee Zoo inspires wonder of our natural world, provides an engaging learning environment, 

and creates a passion for conservation." 
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