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Video Credit, Fresno Chaffee Zoo: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2n3cnq6bk2qroehl9xqa3/FresnoChaffeeZoo_12-20-
24_LionCubs.mp4?rlkey=uuhgskwne3fmy8qfazec661pi&st=ywn69lyt&dl=0 
Cubs on the viewing monitor: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/zubucsw5siqzeyysj71di/Lion-Cub-Den-
Footage.mp4?rlkey=a7t92iy5tus1g1ny91hirasbg&st=1329o5co&dl=0 
 
 
 

FRESNO CHAFFEE ZOO ANNOUNCES NAMES OF LION CUBS 
 
FRESNO (January 17, 2024) – Fresno Chaffee Zoo is happy to announce the two lion cubs, a male and female, 
have been named. The female cub has been named “Asali” which means honey in Swahili. The male cub’s name 
was voted on by the community and with over 4 thousand votes has been named “Taraj”. Taraj means hope and 
faith in Swahili.  
 
Both lion cubs were born in early November to mother “Zamaya” who is a first-time mom and 11 years old. 
Mom and cubs are doing well and will continue to be monitored behind the scenes by the Zoo’s Animal and 
Veterinary teams. 
 
Guests visiting the Zoo now have an opportunity to see a live video of the lion behind the scenes from a TV 
display at the covered lion habitat viewing area on Tembo Trail in African Adventure. An official announcement 
of when the new additions to the Zoo’s lion pride will be out on habitat for the public to see will be announced 
on the Zoo’s social media.  
 

 # # #   
  

 "Fresno Chaffee Zoo inspires people to care for animals, create connections, build community, and save 
wildlife."    
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